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My initial impressions of the organization were that it was very small and I had many opportunities to learn and get involved in different aspects of a non-profit organization. I enjoyed learning about sea turtle rehabilitation and getting the opportunity to work hands-on with them. I will be doing ecotourism work, but it hasn't took off  yet, we had one group come in and I enjoyed planning the event and making sure everything went smoothly. Next Saturday, we will be doing a test run for the Ritz Carlton for their voluntourism program. There is a lot of work to do, but I'm not sure the direction I need to take it in. With Jennifer being gone, it is a bit more difficult getting answers and directions on what is expected of me, but Frederick seems to be getting better at handling all the interns and our different projects. The work matches my expectations which were to get some hands-on experience working with sea turtles. I knew I would be working in the ecotourism section but I don't know yet exactly what I should be doing or where I need to start. I know there are many different things I can be doing, but I'm not sure which is most important or what Frederick wants me to work on first. It matches my goals which were to understand more about saving sea turtles, getting better at communicating to the public, along with gain experience in organizing different events.
When I first arrived in Sanya, I arrived at a different terminal then everyone was expecting which caused me to have to wait in the heat for about an hour until the problem was resolved. I flew in from Hong Kong which means rather than fly into the domestic terminal, I was in the international terminal. The first thing that stood out was the humidity. I knew it would be hot here, but I have never lived somewhere where I am constantly sticky with sweat. While the heat and humidity felt unbearable at first, I have slowly adjusted and it doesn't feel quite so uncomfortable. I also knew that many parts of China are polluted and overcrowded, but I don't think I actually thought about what that would look like. I'm not used to seeing litter everywhere I look.
My greatest anxiety prior to departing was not understanding Chinese. It would be great if I understood, but I know longer feel nervous or anxious about going somewhere because hand gestures and pointing have seemed to help in getting my point across. Because of my love for smoothies, I had a friend translate the smoothie menu and I memorized it, so now, I can just point and order. Most people here are curious of foreigners, but they all seem relatively friendly.
Now that I have settled a bit, work has been going smoothly. I have my daily routine involving sea turtle rehabilitation and preparing for events which take up a large proportion of my time. I feel as if I am making a difference here which keeps me motivated to try my best and help out in any way I can. One of my professional goals includes gaining hands-on skills in sea turtle rehabilitation. I feel as if my experience so far has aligned with this goal, along with my other professionals goals of understanding how to communicate to others about sea turtle conservation and gaining skills in public outreach. I feel as if I am gaining knowledge that I had thought little about before. While rehabilitating injured sea turtles is important, we also work with improving our relations with other locals and organizations in order to promote awareness of the struggle sea turtles face.  
In the next half of my internship, I would like to work closer with the Ritz-Carlton to allow them to send interested guests to our floating hospital where we can show them a typical day for us. Their program, “Give a day, Get a day,” would allow their guests to volunteer a day and we hope, they will send their guests to us where we can then introduce them to conservation of sea turtles. 
I believe I am reaching my personal goals. I wanted to understand more about the culture and by living in Xincun village; I have had the opportunity to see how life is gone about. I also wanted to gain a stronger sense of independence. I believe coming to China has definitely given me more confidence and independence because I have had to push myself in order to succeed here. I also would have liked to learn some of the language. This goal has been the most difficult. I have trouble with the Chinese language, but I have learned a few sentences and some vocabulary. I would like to expand on the Chinese that I know and learn more. I feel as if I have made much progress on my independence and understanding the culture goals, but I do need to work harder on my Chinese.
My cross-cultural goals include understanding what everyday life is like and what the similarities between the U.S. and China. I feel as if I have I am making progress on both simply by observing the locals. At first glance, it seems as if my village, Xincun and the United States are completely different. There are many difference including littering, much more smoking, street vendors everywhere, the language, and the lifestyle, but there are many similarities too.  They care deeply for their children, constantly work hard, care for their homes, and use cell phones. 
My favorite experience occurs almost daily. While working at the floating hospital, boats will pass us with the passengers staring keenly at us. At first, they seem rude or mad, but as soon as you wave and smile, their stern faces melt away to leave a happy and smiling person waving back. We have started to be seen less as foreigners and most of the locals have seemed to accept us. 
 Before I leave China, I would like to visit the mainland to see how they live there. I have heard that Hainan Island is much different from mainland China.  I believe that by going to visit the mainland I can have a better understanding of China and be able to experience more.
A typical day in my life as an intern includes waking up around 9am, eating a small breakfast, usually delicious pastry. We take a water taxi through the floating village to our floating sea turtle hospital. At the hospital, our duties depend on how many sea turtles we have, along with the condition our turtles are in. Normally, we would begin by taking fish out of the freezer to thaw. We cut up vitamins and feed them to the sea turtles by hiding the vitamin in the fish head. This could take time because in order to be sure that vitamins have been eaten, we need to visually see the turtle eating the fish head with the vitamin. We also have many sea turtles in the process of being rehabilitated which means we have to normally hand feed them by cutting up fish or squid in smaller, more manageable pieces. After feeding all the turtles as the hospital, we will take a break for lunch. It is very hot and humid during these hours; we would work inside, check our emails, and relax a little. 
	At around 4 pm, we would head back to the hospital for a second round of feeding, this time it is usually some type of leafy vegetable. After feedings, we will typically start medical treatments on our sick sea turtles. For the turtles not eating, we will tube feed them, give them oral vitamins, and administer fluids to give them a boost in energy. We would also give them antibiotics and B-12 vitamins to boost their appetite. After finishing our work at the hospital, we will eat dinner out at a restaurant or will have it prepared for us. After dinner, we will normally just relax at home or visit some of the local fisherman in the village. 
Our living situation is really nice. We live in a home that is shared by another family. We occupy the third and fourth floors, but use the second floor as our dining room. Compared to many other people in the village, our home is very nice and clean. We have had incidents with cockroaches and, on one occasion, a rat, but overall, there was never a huge problem with housing. I don’t know of another option that I could have chosen instead, but I don’t feel that I needed another option. The only housing that I did not like was when we worked with the hotels, we occasionally had to stay in Tiandu, a small town close the Yalong Bay. The dorm is relatively clean, except for a mold issue that is a bit gross.
	My budget worked well, I spend about 200 US dollars during the 11 weeks. I typically spent about 6 RMB a day for smoothies and ice cream. I spent a majority on travel to and from Sanya. The bus trip costs about 21 RMB each way. I wouldn’t have taken any more because I would have spent more. Souvenirs are relatively inexpensive, so it is pretty cheap to buy gifts for your friends and family back home.
Typically, to get around town all you have to do is walk or take a boat taxi to the floating hospital. I am satisfied with this mode of transportation because normally we do not have to pay to take the taxis. The only time I have to pay for transportation is when going to Sanya or Haiko. The bus rides are simple, but they involve changing buses which could be complicated if you don’t know what you are doing. The only other options would be taking a taxi which would cost around 200 RMB. I would prefer to take a bus because it is much cheaper. 
I would recommend exploring Sanya. It is easy by bus because the bus loops can take you to all the popular places. There is a map that we can use that has popular locations in Sanya, along with the names of streets. It allows you to be able to find your way around the city easily. I really wanted to hike around the area, but because we did not have our own vehicle to use, it made it difficult. Our supervisor, Frederick took us on a trip through the rainforest which was absolutely amazing.
My coursework helped prepare me for my internship by helping me understand more about conservation and why certain species are facing extinction.  Having a grasp on conservation is the most important because we talk to many people about conservation of sea turtles. Knowing this, allows us to explain why we are trying to save sea turtles to locals in a clear way. Having a general knowledge in wildlife is important, but I think being enthusiastic and willing to learn is also critical. 
During my first weeks in China, it took awhile for me to get used to the hand gesture that asks someone to “come here.” To me, the hand gesture seemed to say go away and leave me alone, but in reality, it was used to ask someone to come over to them. Shop owners will use this gesture to call you to their store, but when I first saw it, I thought they didn’t want us near their shop. I noticed it nearly every day while I was on the floating village when villagers would beckon to the taxi boat drivers to pick them up. I had to remind myself of the meaning, and by the end of my internship, I had even caught myself using the gesture, without thinking, to ask someone to come over. I don’t think I would do anything different next time. The best way for me is to be observant and remind myself what it means.
	The most important thing I learned about myself is that I am resilient, and capable of getting myself out of difficult situations. I have always avoided asking questions because I preferred to figure out the answers for myself, but in some cases, there isn’t time to reason it out. I had no choice but to ask questions and get clarification. I wanted to become a more independent person and I know I have succeeded. I was nervous coming into China because it was different from anything I have experienced before, but now, I feel as if I can do anything. I am capable of taking risks because I know I will figure it out and succeed. I feel more confident in myself because I know I am capable of going outside my comfort zone. 




