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Integrating International Integrating International 
Experiences Into the OSU Biology Experiences Into the OSU Biology 

ProgramProgram

Integrating International Integrating International 
Experiences Into the OSU Biology Experiences Into the OSU Biology 

ProgramProgram

Existing strengths in BiologyExisting strengths in Biology
International efforts in International efforts in 
BiologyBiology
•• Assess and organizeAssess and organize
•• Collaborate and expandCollaborate and expand
•• Curriculum integrationCurriculum integration

BiologyBiology’’s emerging culture of s emerging culture of 
international experienceinternational experience

Existing Strengths of Biology for Existing Strengths of Biology for 
Promoting International ExperiencesPromoting International Experiences

Motivated students interested in making a Motivated students interested in making a 
difference and going abroaddifference and going abroad
Strong student services with centralized Strong student services with centralized 
elementselements
Professional advisors with time to commit to Professional advisors with time to commit to 
promotion and development of opportunitiespromotion and development of opportunities
Emphasis on student professional Emphasis on student professional 
development and involvementdevelopment and involvement
Philosophy: It is the studentsPhilosophy: It is the students’’ educationeducation
Supportive Chair and CollegeSupportive Chair and College

Early International Efforts in Biology: Early International Efforts in Biology: 
Assess and OrganizeAssess and Organize

Assessed student interests Assessed student interests 
and offeringsand offerings
•• Which students go abroad?Which students go abroad?
•• Where do our student go Where do our student go 

abroad?abroad?
•• When should students go?When should students go?
•• What areas of curriculum should What areas of curriculum should 

be covered?be covered?
•• What areas are students What areas are students 

pursuing professionally?  What pursuing professionally?  What 
experiences do they need?experiences do they need?

•• What are the barriers for going What are the barriers for going 
abroad?abroad?

•• Where do students want to go?Where do students want to go?

International Efforts in Biology: International Efforts in Biology: 
Assess and Organize (continued)Assess and Organize (continued)

Organized and matched existing programs that Organized and matched existing programs that 
workedworked
•• Study abroadStudy abroad

Easier for students who are intimidatedEasier for students who are intimidated
More advising work due to course articulationMore advising work due to course articulation
Field based options important to our studentsField based options important to our students

•• IE3 Global InternshipsIE3 Global Internships
Professional experience and application of learningProfessional experience and application of learning
No articulation No articulation –– use as elective internship creditsuse as elective internship credits
Greater cultural integrationGreater cultural integration

•• International DegreeInternational Degree
Professional experience and application of learningProfessional experience and application of learning
Tangible product in thesisTangible product in thesis

International Efforts in Biology: International Efforts in Biology: 
Assess and Organize (continued)Assess and Organize (continued)

Developed handouts Developed handouts 
(Students and Advisors)(Students and Advisors)
•• Organization of study Organization of study 

abroad schools by abroad schools by 
geography geography –– emphasized emphasized 
field based and field based and 
disciplinary specialtiesdisciplinary specialties

•• Disciplinary organization Disciplinary organization 
of internships (geography of internships (geography 
and language also)and language also)

•• Increased visibility of Increased visibility of 
International DegreeInternational Degree

                  International Life Sciences Internships 
                                     Earn academic credit while gaining professional experience…abroad! 

                                  More internships and information at http://ie3global.oregonstate.edu 
 

 

MEDICAL 
 
INDIA, SOUTH AFRICA, and ECUADOR 
Child Family Health International (CFHI): Students rotate through a variety of clinical experiences from private hospitals to rural clinics 
and learn about various aspects of health care in Mumbai (Bombay) or the Himalayas of India; Cape Town, South Africa; or Quito and 
Chone, Ecuador.  The internship in Mumbai focuses on infectious disease.  Language requirement: English. (Some Spanish required for 
Ecuador).  Available: Fall and Winter terms, 10 weeks. 
 

MEXICO 
Medical Dispensaries and Outreach Program, Morelia: IAP VASCO DE QUIROGA is a Non-Profit organization providing outpatient 
medical attention to low-income residents of Morelia.  Pre-medicine students assist physicians with patients at dispensaries and on home 
visits. Language requirement: Spanish Equivalent to fourth-year university, but interns with borderline Spanish may be asked to take a 
refresher course in Morelia prior to the internship.  Available:  All terms, 3 months. 
 
El Hospital Maria Isabel: Students rotate through a variety of clinical experiences in this small private hospital.  The hospital offers general 
medicine, general surgery, internal medicine, pediatrics, urology, ears nose and throat, plastic and reconstructive surgery, traumatology and 
orthapedics, cardiology, dermatology, obstetrics and gynecology.  Language requirement: Spanish equivalent to third-year university.  
Available:  All terms and summer, 10 weeks. 
 

VETERINARY MEDICINE 
 

COOK ISLANDS 
The Esther Honey Foundation (EHF): The purpose of EHF is to improve the health conditions of domestic animals in the Cook Islands 
(South Pacific) by providing a veterinarian and technicians for the Islands.   
Language requirement: English.  Available:  Starting Spring or Fall term, 6 months. 
 
COSTA RICA 
Amigos de las Aves: Amigos de las Aves is dedicated to the conservation of the two native macaw species, the Scarlet Macaw (Ara macao) 
and the Great Green or Buffon's Macaw (Ara ambigua). Interns can work at the breeding center and zoological gardens in either animal care 
or in education, and/or at the release sites making observations of these birds.  Language requirement: English for internship, 2nd year 
Spanish helps for daily life.  Available:  All terms and summer, 3 months. 
 

NAMIBIA 
Cheetah Conservation Fund Research and Conservation Site: Work to preserve the habitat and future of the cheetah in the Kalahari bush. 
Interns will participate in a variety of tasks and operations of the program.  Language requirement: English.  Available:  All terms and 
summer, 3 months. 
 

BIOMEDICAL, GENETICS, CELL & MOLECULAR, AND OTHER LABORATORY BIOLOGY 
 

GERMANY 
The DAAD-RISE program places undergraduates with doctoral students at German institutions to work on research in areas such as genetics, 
molecular biology, physiology, cancer research, and others.  Language requirement: English.  Available:  Summer terms, 10+ weeks. 
 

INDIA 
Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE): ATREE works to conserve biodiversity and promote sustainable 
development. Interns can participate in projects working on conservation genetics.  Language requirement: English.  Available:  All terms 
and summer, 3 months. 

 

         For more information contact International Education 444 Snell Hall 
Amy Nelson Green  Amy.Nelson@oregonstate.edu 541-737-6464
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International Efforts in Biology: International Efforts in Biology: 
Assess and Organize (continued)Assess and Organize (continued)

Simplified advising Simplified advising 
structure in Biologystructure in Biology
Expanded and Expanded and 
organized promotion organized promotion 
on listserves, on listserves, 
orientations, orientations, 
meetings, postersmeetings, posters
Noted geographic, Noted geographic, 
language and language and 
disciplinary gapsdisciplinary gaps

International Efforts in Biology: International Efforts in Biology: 
Collaborate and Expand Collaborate and Expand 

Met with International Met with International 
Education and Outreach Education and Outreach 
(IEO) and Oregon (IEO) and Oregon 
University System (OUS) University System (OUS) 
RepresentativesRepresentatives
•• Promoted communicationPromoted communication

Made direct contactsMade direct contacts
Educated myself about Educated myself about 
international programsinternational programs
Educated the international Educated the international 
staff about our programstaff about our program
Expressed needs and Expressed needs and 
provided leadsprovided leads

International Efforts in Biology: International Efforts in Biology: 
Collaborate and Expand Collaborate and Expand 

Met with IEO and OUS Met with IEO and OUS 
Representatives (cont.)Representatives (cont.)
•• Promoted communicationPromoted communication
•• Resolved rolesResolved roles

Orientation, logistical support, Orientation, logistical support, 
program development and program development and 
promotionpromotion
Course and program evaluation Course and program evaluation 
and academic planningand academic planning
Documents and procedures to Documents and procedures to 
streamline and clarify the streamline and clarify the 
process for studentsprocess for students

International Efforts in Biology: International Efforts in Biology: 
Collaborate and Expand Collaborate and Expand 

Met with IEO and OUS Met with IEO and OUS 
Representatives (cont.)Representatives (cont.)
•• Promoted communicationPromoted communication
•• Resolved rolesResolved roles
•• Worked on promotionWorked on promotion

Shared documents used by Shared documents used by 
students and advisors (later students and advisors (later 
other schools)other schools)
Collaborated on postersCollaborated on posters
Worked on email promotionWorked on email promotion
Collaborated on orientations Collaborated on orientations 
and meetings and meetings 

International Efforts in Biology: International Efforts in Biology: 
Collaborate and Expand Collaborate and Expand 

Met with IEO and OUS Met with IEO and OUS 
Representatives (cont.)Representatives (cont.)
•• Promoted communicationPromoted communication
•• Resolved rolesResolved roles
•• Worked on promotionWorked on promotion
•• Simplified and Simplified and 

coordinated abroad coordinated abroad 
advising processadvising process

Courses approved by meCourses approved by me
Internship credit documents Internship credit documents 
turned into our officeturned into our office
Contacts clarified for IEO Contacts clarified for IEO 
and OUSand OUS

International Efforts in Biology: International Efforts in Biology: 
Curriculum IntegrationCurriculum Integration

Curriculum integration Curriculum integration 
documentdocument
•• Further organization of Further organization of 

resourcesresources
•• Expansion to funding Expansion to funding 

opportunities and other areasopportunities and other areas
•• Expansion of disciplinary Expansion of disciplinary 

opportunities, geography, opportunities, geography, 
language and experience language and experience 
(third(third--party providers)party providers)

Communication about Communication about 
student experiences and student experiences and 
evaluationevaluation



3

BiologyBiology’’s Emerging Culture of s Emerging Culture of 
International Experience International Experience 

Students are told they can go abroad from the Students are told they can go abroad from the 
beginningbeginning
Students here stories from other students Students here stories from other students 
about their success abroadabout their success abroad
Students are given materials and advising Students are given materials and advising 
clearly outlining how to go abroadclearly outlining how to go abroad
Students are reminded of opportunities Students are reminded of opportunities 
through promotion in orientations, advising, through promotion in orientations, advising, 
listserves, posters, meetings and handoutslistserves, posters, meetings and handouts
Students are supported in going abroad Students are supported in going abroad 
though clear advising protocols and resources though clear advising protocols and resources 
in the Office of International Education and in the Office of International Education and 
Outreach and BiologyOutreach and Biology


